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PENNSYLVANIA LAWMAKERS AND RESIDENTS OPPOSE EPA’S CLEAN POWER 
PLAN 

Thousands of Pennsylvanians submitted comments of opposition during EPA’s open comment period 
 

HARRISBURG, PA (December 1, 2014) – The Pennsylvania Coal Alliance (PCA), along with 47 lawmakers,  
business owners, electric ratepayers and laborers statewide took to paper and email to submit 
comments of opposition to EPA on the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP).  
 
“We see the Clean Power Plan as dramatic overstepping of EPA’s legal authority under the Clean Air Act. 
It will have dire consequences on state, regional and national economies if enacted.  This is not just 
environmental regulation, it is a forced state energy policy,” said PCA CEO, John Pippy.  
 
The coal industry and its utility customers have been actively developing advancements in generation 
efficiencies and pollution reductions, particularly with the development of state-of-the-art clean coal 
technologies in recent years.  On account of marketplace uncertainty, new development is coming to a 
standstill and power-producing plants are prematurely closing as the industry and investors await the 
CPP reveal in June 2015. 
 
In Pennsylvania alone, at least eight power plants (Hatfield’s Ferry, Mitchell, Elrama, Armstrong, New 
Castle, Portland, Titus, and Shawville) have already been deactivated or designated for retirements on 
account of pending air quality rules. These units total over 5,000 megawatts which is enough to power 
almost five million homes.  
 
According to the Energy Information Administration, coal accounts for 40% of Pennsylvania’s electricity 
and 39% of the electric make-up nationally making it the number one source of fuel in the United States.  
 
Grid operators nationwide have conducted their own reports and publicly opposed the severe timeline 
for carbon emission reductions as proposed by the CPP for fear of blackouts and a lack of electric supply. 
In Pennsylvania, the PJM Interconnection grid which provides power to over 60 million consumers with 
a capacity of 142 GW, experienced demand of 141 GW on January 7, 2014 – over a 99% grid utilization 
rate. With these new and scheduled retirements and PJM’s statement in November that demand for 
power hit a new record for the month due to the cold weather, the need for reliable baseload electricity 
is more important than ever.   
 
According to Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), carbon dioxide emissions 
from Pennsylvania’s electric generating fleet declined by 12% from 2005-2012. These reductions were 
accomplished while Pennsylvania maintained a stable and reliable supply of electricity at competitively-
priced rates, both lower than the national average and 17-37% lower than its neighboring northern 
states.  
 
Pennsylvania DEP’s comments to EPA reinforced that the emission reduction timeframes proposed by 
the CPP are unattainable. DEP also affirmed the potential negative effects of the CPP on fuel diversity, 
energy prices and consumers and recommended that this policy decision be left to the U.S. Congress or 
other elected officials.  
 

mailto:foster@pacoalalliance.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3eohlZDAcUMY1Rfc0hHeFZmVmc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.nerc.com/pa/RAPA/ra/Reliability%20Assessments%20DL/Potential_Reliability_Impacts_of_EPA_Proposed_CPP_Final.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Newsroom/NewsroomPortalFiles/Clean%20Power%20Plan%20Comments%20-%2011-26-14%20.doc.pdf
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“This plan will affect the coal companies who directly employ the residents in my district and provide a 
strong tax base that our communities rely on but it will also have the compounded effect on my entire 
constituent base and residents statewide who can barely afford the already-increasing electric rates,” 
said Rep. Pam Snyder (D-Fayette/Greene/Washington) who sponsored H.B. 2354 (now Act 175) also 
referred to as Pennsylvania’s “look before you leap” legislation. This act allows for the inclusion of the 
state legislature and educated parties to ensure all aspects and outcomes are considered before 
Pennsylvania adopts the Clean Power Plan.  
 
Looking forward, the coal industry, businesses and ratepayers statewide await the June 2015 Plan reveal 
and trust EPA will consider the comments of the public it serves.  

### 
 

The Pennsylvania Coal Alliance is committed to promoting and advancing the Pennsylvania coal industry and the 
economic and social benefit to the employees, businesses, communities, and consumers who depend on affordable, 
reliable, and increasingly clean energy from coal. 
 
 


