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The Pennsylvania Coal Alliance is the principal trade organization representing 

underground and surface bituminous coal operators in Pennsylvania, as well as other 

associated companies whose businesses rely on coal mining and a strong coal economy.  

Nationally, Pennsylvania is the third largest coal producing state, and PCA member companies 

produce 90 percent of the bituminous coal mined annually in Pennsylvania, which totaled over 

47 million tons in 20171.   

 

Bituminous coal mining helps drive Pennsylvania’s economy, supporting over 30,000 

direct, indirect, and induced jobs, while contributing $4 billion annually to the state’s 

economy2. The Pennsylvania coal industry creates this economic value in communities across 

Pennsylvania, with active mining operations in fifteen counties3 and multiple company locations 

in more than half of Pennsylvania’s counties. The industry accounts for 25 percent of the 

employment in some regions of the state, up to 40 percent of the local tax base, and often 

serves as a community’s financial cornerstone for economic development4. 

 

Northeast and east of Pittsburgh are some of the most productive metallurgical coal 

mines in the United States. A type of bituminous coal, metallurgical coal is vital in the steel 

making process because it can be baked into a pure form of carbon called coke. The coke is 

used to smelt iron, and the higher the quality of coke, the higher the quality of steel. These 

Pennsylvania’s coal mines extract incredibly valuable high and mid volatile coal from the 

                                                           
1 https://www.eia.gov/coal/ 
2 https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/203afb_fdd3aada0fd94deb80441c19d729196b.pdf 
3 https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Mining/BureauofMiningPrograms/Reports/Pages/2017-Coal-and-
Industrial-Minerals-Mining-Activities.aspx 
4 https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/203afb_fdd3aada0fd94deb80441c19d729196b.pdf 
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Freeport and Kittanning coal seams, and a large portion of that coal is sent to US Steel’s Mon 

Valley Works.  

 

Over thirty Pennsylvania Coal Alliance member companies, representing thousands of 

Pennsylvania jobs, work with both our state’s coal industry and US Steel’s Mon Valley Works. 

These companies transport the coal to the Mon Valley Works via rail, truck and barge; supply 

equipment and parts that supports both the mines and the Mon Valley Works production 

facilities; and provide solutions to ensure state and federal regulatory compliance.  

 

The Pennsylvania coal that makes the steel at the Mon Valley Works delivers the goods 

and services that our society needs – healthcare, telecommunications, improved agricultural 

practices, better transport networks, clean water, and access to reliable and affordable energy. 

Hot rolled steel makes pipes and storage tanks; cold rolled steel makes office furniture and 

refrigerators and plumbing fixtures; galvanized steel makes HVAC units and sinks and cars; 

ferritic stainless steel makes restaurant equipment and hot water tanks; martinsitic stainless 

steel makes scissors and knife blades and jet engine parts. Beyond the thousands of jobs that 

support Pennsylvania’s mines and the Mon Valley Works, U.S manufacturing represents 12 

percent of the GDP5, and many of these coal-produced steel products go to companies like GM, 

Ford and Whirlpool, which are integral to the manufacturing industry.  

 

In closing, I would remind the Committees of the role coal and steel play in our everyday 

lives. We often fail to realize the role that both have in infrastructure and manufacturing, and 

many of the consumer products that we touch every day. Coal and steel are vital resource to a 

healthy economy and the future of Pennsylvania. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5 https://www.cnbc.com/2018/08/03/job-gains-for-the-manufacturing-industry-are-the-most-since-1995.html 


