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My name is Will Dando and I am the Director of Government Affairs for the Pennsylvania Coal Alliance 
(PCA). 
 
PCA represents over 300 mine operators and supporting businesses statewide. Pennsylvania ranks 
fourth nationally in coal production and our producing members account for about 90% of 
Pennsylvania’s bituminous production.  
 
Bituminous coal is what is used to produce energy at power plants and Pennsylvania is the fourth largest 
coal-producing state in the nation, shipping over 67 million tons to over 20 states.  
 
I would like to begin by stating that compliance with the EPA’s “Clean Power Plan” will not just affect 
Western Pennsylvania and regions of the country that mine coal. Coal remains one of the most 
affordable and reliable sources of electricity, making up 36% of Pennsylvania’s consumed electricity and 
39% of the nation’s.  
 
It is available when the sun isn’t shining, and when the wind isn’t blowing and has the capability to be 
piled up at the plant to ensure there are no disruptions when demand is high. This safeguards 
ratepayers against volatile variable rates that fluctuate based on supply and demand.  
 
As a result, this will affect the pocketbook of every single resident of the Commonwealth that receives 
an electric bill, from businesses to manufacturers to seniors living on a fixed income and the 2.4 million 
middle to low-income families in Pennsylvania that spend almost 20% of their after-tax paycheck on 
energy costs.  
 
According to a recent study by the National Economic Research Associates (touted as a 
conservative analysis), compliance will result in Pennsylvania's electric rates increasing 14-21 percent 
annually. This was performed on the proposed rule and with the final rule pushing toward a faster 
adoption of renewable energy sources, bypassing natural gas, the increase will be much higher.  
 
According to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission's annual Cold Weather Survey released this past 
December, 23,213 households statewide had no heat-related utility service compared to 19,653 in 2013 
– a 15% increase in one year. Shut-offs by utilities because of nonpayment have risen sharply in the past 
few years leaving many out in the cold. 
 
A study by the 60 Plus Association, a national group that advocates for seniors on fixed incomes found 
that high energy prices already have forced more than 40 percent of low-income seniors to go without 
needed medical care and even to skip meals and shut off heat on cold days. Air conditioning, lighting, 
and heating are essential to American daily life, and are critical for the survival of elderly and infirm 
citizen and high energy prices disproportionately impact these ratepayers. 
 
The 60 Plus Association’s report found EPA’s newest proposal to regulate greenhouse gas emissions 
from existing power plants will further strain the budgets of low‐ and fixed‐income seniors who are 
among the most vulnerable to electric rate and other energy price increases. 
  
Additionally, the National Black Chamber of Commerce conducted a study on the effects of the rule on 
minorities and found that the EPA regulation will increase Hispanic poverty by more than 26% and 
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African American poverty by more than 23%. The energy burdens for African Americans and Hispanics 
will increase and large numbers of both groups will be forced into energy poverty, forcing a decline in 
African American and Hispanic household incomes that increases each year.  
 
Pennsylvania enjoys rates far below its surrounding states such as those in the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative. In May this year, the cost of electricity was averaging 30% less (residential) and 41% less 
(commercial) than the northern neighbors in RGGI. 
 
The EPA admits that the rule will have disproportionate impacts on low-income families and requires the 
state to inform these communities and gather input, which you are doing. However, the average person 
does not understand how electricity is produced from source to socket and cannot be fairly represented 
in a forum of this nature. This is why matters of state energy policy fall under congressional and 
legislative review, so that constituents are represented and costs versus benefits are determined.  
 
This rule forces the aggressive adoption of energy sources that cannot operate on their own and cannot 
be built or maintain a share of the market without grants and taxpayer subsidies.  
 
To continue to subsidize the expensive development of renewable energy sources and artificially make 
them viable within the electric market will require billions in additional funds from taxpayers who will 
already be hit with a double digit increase to their electric bill.  
 
The PA Public Utility Commission’s comments to the EPA stated that, “this will heavily impact and 
change the composition of electric generation into the future which may both reduce the supply of and 
increase the price of electricity while threatening the reliability of electricity service to the state and the 
region.” 
 
For what gain? 
 
Using the EPA’s own modeling, and assuming every state will meet their goal by 2030, it will lower the 
global temperature by 0.01°F. 
 
I urge DEP to apply for, and take advantage of, the available two-year extension from the EPA before 
submitting a compliance plan. A responsible energy policy that considers all outcomes and constituents 
is vital, particularly when 50 percent of the state’s households who are most vulnerable to electric price 
increases will be at the brunt of these changes. Access to affordable electricity should be a priority and 
no Pennsylvanian should have to choose between keeping their family warm and basic life necessities.  
 
 


