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VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 

Allegheny County Health Department  

Air Quality Program 

Re: Regulation Comment 

301 39th Street, Bldg. 7 

Pittsburgh, PA 15201-1811 

aqcomments@alleghenycounty.us 

 

RE: COMMENTS ON PROPOSED COKE OVENS REGULATIONS 

 

Dear Allegheny County Health Department’s Air Quality Program: 

 

On behalf of the members of the Pennsylvania Coal Alliance, please accept the following comments to 

the Air Quality Program of the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) on the proposed changes to 

the coke oven regulations and related source testing methods (§2105.21, §2101.20, §2107.01 to 

§2107.20, and §2109.01), and revisions to the Allegheny County Source Testing Manual. 

 

The Pennsylvania Coal Alliance (PCA) is the principal trade organization representing underground and 

surface bituminous coal operators in Pennsylvania as well as other associated companies and businesses 

that rely on coal mining and a strong coal economy. Nationally, Pennsylvania is the third largest coal 

producing state, and in 2020 PCA member companies produced nearly 90 percent of the bituminous 

coal mined in Pennsylvania.  

 

Bituminous coal mining helps drive Pennsylvania’s economy. A report compiled in April of 2019 by the 

Allegheny Conference on Community Development highlights that the state’s coal industry is 

responsible for supporting nearly 18,000 jobs. The same report points to the industry being a vital 

contributor to Pennsylvania’s economy, providing $4.1 billion annually to the state’s economy, and $7 

billion in total output. Pennsylvania’s coal industry creates this economic value in communities across 

Pennsylvania, and for every direct coal job an additional two jobs are supported in the Commonwealth. 

 

Some of the most productive metallurgical coal mines in the United States are in Pennsylvania and are 

located just beyond the reaches of Allegheny County in counties such as Armstrong, Cambria and 
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Somerset, to name a few. These Pennsylvania coal mines extract incredibly valuable low and medium 

vol metallurgical coal and transport several million tons of that coal to U. S. Steel’s Mon Valley Works on 

an annual basis. Further, PCA member companies supply equipment and parts that support both the 

mines and the Mon Valley Works production facilities, and provide solutions to ensure state and federal 

regulatory compliance. In 2019, U. S. Steel purchased more than $300 million of Pennsylvania-mined 

metallurgical coal for the Clairton Plant, supporting over thirty PCA member companies and thousands 

of Pennsylvania jobs that pay family-sustaining wages. 

 

It is the understanding of the PCA that the ACHD’s proposed changes to coke oven regulations and 

related source testing methods, and revisions to the Allegheny County Source Testing Manual, will 

significantly change the standards for U. S. Steel’s Mon Valley Works Clairton Plant. U. S. Steel’s Mon 

Valley Works Clairton Plant is the only remaining coke operation in Allegheny County, and one of the 

largest, cleanest and most modern coke operations in the country, directly supporting the jobs of 

3,000 steelworkers and, as described above, thousands of more jobs in related industries that supply 

and support the Mon Valley Works.  

 

Given the importance of U. S. Steel’s Mon Valley Works to Pennsylvania’s bituminous coal industry 

and the economy of western Pennsylvania, it is critical to underscore that the Clairton Plant currently 

operates under the most stringent environmental standards for steel and coke operations in the 

United States. Moreover, U. S. Steel has completed several pollution control projects in recent years 

that have resulted in unprecedented environmental compliance at the Clairton Plant, including Federal 

NESHAP/MACT compliance that has remained at 100% for the past several years, and battery stack 

compliance of 99% for 2020. 

 

These dramatic environmental improvements, which came at great expense to U. S. Steel, most 

certainly contributed to the dramatic results from the recent ambient air quality study conducted by 

Trinity Consultants. Those results point to motor vehicle emissions contributing significantly to, and 

likely to the majority of, the air quality readings provided by the Liberty Monitor. This suggests that 

continued incremental improvements as contemplated in the settlement agreement between U. S. Steel 

and ACHD would be a far better policy moving forward than that current proposed regulatory changes. 

 

With that in mind, the PCA respectfully requests that the ACHD revisit the proposed regulatory 

changes and work cooperatively with U. S. Steel and other stakeholders on the development of any 

and all proposed regulatory changes as outlined in the 2019 settlement agreement between U. S. 

Steel and the ACHD. At present, the proposed changes to the regulations violate the 2019 settlement 

agreement by not following the processes outlined in the agreement regarding new regulatory 

requirements that impact U.S. Steel. Further, the PCA requests that any proposed changes 

incorporate achievable solutions based on current available technology, including but not limited to, 

accurate, consistent and objective testing methods.  
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The Mon Valley Works helps deliver the goods and services that our society needs – healthcare, 

telecommunications, improved agricultural practices, better transport networks, clean water, and 

access to reliable and affordable energy. The Pennsylvania-mined coal that is sent to the Clairton Plant 

continues to make valuable contributions to the state’s economy through its hard-working people and 

the economic ripple created throughout communities in western Pennsylvania. The PCA urges the ACHD 

to make certain that any proposed regulations are developed in a manner consistent with the 

aforementioned settlement agreement, and with measured consideration of the broad economic 

impact regulatory changes have on Pennsylvania workers, their families and their communities.  

 

Thank you in advance for your thorough consideration of the above comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Rachel Gleason 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Coal Alliance 
 

 
 


